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Emergency - Pollution Report (POLREP) #17

Start Date: 4/16/2009

ite Description

orphlet Chemical Inc. (NCI) is located outside El Dorado, AR at the location of the
ormer Macmillan Oil Refinery (a previous Non-NPL Removal Action). NClis a
hemical manufacturing facility in the business of producing a refrigerant (HFC-134A)
sed in automobiles. The primary raw materials used for producing this product is
nhydrous Hydrogen Fluoride, Trichloroethylene, and a catalyst. The company
ttempted to produce the intended product but was unable to do so. In September
12008, the company laid off all of its employees.

gEPA became aware of this facility in March 2009 and immediately informed the
BADEQ. EPA offered its assistance if deemed necessary by the ADEQ. On April 15,
2009, DHS conducted an Infrastructure Protection Inspection of the facility and was
alarmed with its condition and the fact that it was abandoned. On April 15, 2008, DHS contacted EPA about their concerns
with the site. The major concern was that the abandoned site had containers of Anhydrous Hydrogen Fluoride (AHF) and
mixtures of AHF, TCE, and intermediate refrigerants. In addition, the condition of these containers were questionable. EPA
and DHS contacted State authorities and participated in a call concerning the site. On April 16, EPA received a request from
ADEQ to address the situation at the site.

EPA dispatched their START Contractors to begin air monitoring. EPA OSC Jones arrived on-site on Friday, April 17, 2009
and met with Federal, State, County, and City officials and evaluated the site. OSC Jones determined that an Imminent and
Substantial Endangerment existed as a result of the abandonment of the facility, the conditions of the tankage, and the close
proximity of the school and surrounding residents to the facility. On April 16, 2009, Union County Judge Bobby Edmonds
declared an emergency. Because of the emergency order and the close proximity of the site to the school the school was
closed on Friday, April 17.

EPA mobilized their ERRS Contractor and began transferring the AHF mixtures from the onsite tanks into tanker trailers
which would be shipped offsite for disposal.

Current Activities

From September 23 through 30, 2009, EPA completed site removal activities. All seven JB Kelley tanker trailers were
transported off site to Amko Service Company (Hope Cryogenics) in Hope, Arkansas for valve and piping

replacement. Decontamination and re-passivation activities were completed on Dana Tanker 1301. It was transported off
site to Ingrams Inc. in El Dorado, Arkansas for a third party "visual inspection” prior to being returned to Dana. Baker
Engineering (the metallurgists) reported that the integrity of the stainless steel tankers is within engineering guidelines,
however they had concerns with the presence of metal oxides. Therefore Dupont was tasked to conduct a bench scale test
to determine if the tankers are still compatible with hydrazine. Dupont immersed a small coupon from one of the tankers in
hydrazine and documented the results including examining the hydrazine itself for any changes. After 4 hours of immersion
there was no reaction and no change to either the coupons.or the hydrazme

Representative aqueous samples were collected from each of the two frac-tanks on site. The frac tanks contain the rinse
waters from the tanker cleanings. Each sample was neutralized with nitric acid and submitted to Arkansas Analytical for
laboratory analysis. No volatile organics (ie. TCE) were detected above regulatory levels. The contents of each tank was
neutralized and discharged into the Norphlet wastewater treatrment ponds.

Two roll-off boxes of site waste (one containing sodium flouride solids and one containing spent carbon and alumina as well
as contaminated PPE) were shipped off site to Phillips Services Company in Avalon, Texas for disposal.

EPA has completed all site related field activities. EPA and contractor personnel were demobilized on September 30, 2009.

Planned Removal Actions
No additional site activities are scheduled.

Next Steps
No additional site activities are scheduled

profile bulletins images  documents  POLREPs contacts links logn  POLREPS | Navigate e

Page 1 of 1

I

http://Www.epaosc.org/site/polrép _profile.aspx?site_id=4955&counter=11673

4/13/2010

e ——


http://www.epaosc.org/site/polrep_profile.aspx?site_id=4955&counter%5ell673

J . RN O
— ! ’Tcr'\(,r\“cg.)t@\y Lo, —
ke NN St

o Comies

Z2)' '?/7” K’)Jm 2 2 ch\{h o %
= BT ARG

T Seewe T Tmeads— «DCV\ AR

. - , T x.
T e < ‘ T s C\AS} Q y
%/M v S
| o C Ve
2
N
>N
. N 9/‘\
ns DE

e C G " . b{_v.%%,{ o G - s RO N -~ D,F_

Snd G e Ly e s te decy yan i
AR S AN

— Do ceMeellam A Ceiams o & A L N
D e o . N R T R - o e S
. ’ S Nel G~ AN
‘ NG - e
— CAUE N SN \{“\'\ Ne by \:3\')\6/ e e 2 ?:\3‘ Bt ek LY

T R
N G N n '“\ e S e O \ R SN A QA

T Y e I A A

S,

o

R N N U G R Y FEUG SN SN é({' S c—
N O O ..J\_ -1 \l } .




